Assyrian Temples and Palaces *
German Oriental Society decided to excavate the i Assur. This was the oldest capital of Assyria and was under the mound of Kelle Shergat. The campaign wa in 1903 by Robert Koldewey, well known for his exa at Babylon, and continued until 1914 by Walter And] his collaborators. In the fifty years that had passed, t] nique of excavation, improvised and amateurish at fi: improved and developed into a truly scientific method, the work is directed by a staff of experienced spe engineers, architects, epigraphists, numismatists, ce chemists, illustrators and photographers. The site is < in successive layers and examined with the greatest establish the dates of the successive periods of history ancient cities. The merest fragment of pottery is 1 examination by the competent specialist. Each new ! civilisation is photographed and described in the greate: as it comes to light. The soil is sieved and the rerm assembled and classified before the earth is cleared re the excavation of the next layer. Compared with moc cavators Layard and his contemporaries might almost b< have been pillagers like our ancestors who rushed to exf richest seams in the gold mines and abandoned whol and galleries which today still yield considerable tres those who are patient enough to sieve and wash the e; It often happened in Layard's time that the excavai not know when or under which king these palaces and had been built. The prize exhibits were torn down fi walls and the rest was left exposed to the elements i Layard has said, "the grass has grown once more o